Institute of Physics Publishing

The book proposal form

1
You the author or editor

Please give full details of yourself, including a short (200 word) biography, which will also help us in promoting your book. Please list other books you have published, and any review articles in this or related fields. If you have co-authors, give their names and affiliations only at this stage; all correspondence will be with you. 

Full name and qualifications:



Provisional title of proposed book:



Full mailing address:



Telephone:


Fax:


E-mail:


Date of birth (to be used later for cataloguing):


Nationality (needed later for customs purposes):


Present appointment:



Other recent appointments:



Other books and reviews published (append as separate list if necessary):



Scientific and professional societies of which you are a member:



Please remember to attach a brief biography of yourself.



2
Your proposed book

Please describe the subject of your book. Give as much detail as is necessary to give a good grasp of the scope of the book and the approach you plan to take. Please indicate any special or unique features.
Please outline the contents of the book in the form of a summary and a detailed list of contents.



Please indicate the type of book (text, monograph, popular science) and the level (undergraduate, postgraduate, research, general).



Please state briefly the purpose of your book and the way in which it will be achieved.



3
The market for your book

The purpose of this section is to define as precisely as possible the intended audience of your book. Most scientific books serve well defined market niches. The more we know about the niche, the more effective will we be in reaching the intended audience.
Why do you believe the book is needed (for example, a growing research area with no book synthesising research work to date, a field which is being covered in postgraduate courses but without a textbook, or even to improve public understanding of science)?



Which learned and professional societies and organisations represent the intended readership, and what is the level of industrial interest in the topic, if any? 



Which are the main conferences in this field?



Which are the main journals and other publications in this subject area?



Please list your main sources of information about this field, including newsgroups and lists.



Consider what other markets there might be for this book, such as supplementary reading in undergraduate courses, or adjacent subject areas for a monograph.



4
Is your book a textbook?

Textbooks are adopted for specific courses, recommended for supplementary reading, or available in the library for reference. To ensure appropriate marketing of texts we need precise information about level, course coverage and any geographical variations.
What level of background knowledge or qualifications would the reader need?



Which types of course would your book be appropriate for, in whole or in part?



Give as much detail as you can about courses on this subject being taught or planned, in your main intended markets. If it is immediately applicable to taught courses in only a few countries, suggest areas where it might become relevant in future.



Similarly, if you know of lecturers teaching the subject at present, please give their names and affiliations.



Which specific features make your book a textbook, such as worked examples and problems, chapter summaries, further reading lists, lists of software, etc?



5
The competition

With up to 2000 physics books being published every year world-wide, any new book has to prove that it has something distinctive to offer compared with competing titles. It is very important that you identify what these distinctive benefits might be.
Which books are available covering the same subject area at similar levels? (please give author, title, date, publisher and price, and any comments, wherever possible). Please give their strengths and weaknesses.



What distinguishing features and particular advantages has your proposed book over comparable and competing titles?



6
Potential reviewers

Your proposal and final manuscript will be submitted to a number of reviewers for their evaluation. In addition to our own extensive contacts we would welcome any suggestions of the most appropriate people to offer an opinion on your book.
Please give the names and affiliations or addresses of between three and six people qualified to give an opinion on your proposal (Note that we shall not necessarily approach these people).



7
Manuscript details

What is the approximate number of words required for your proposed book? (A word count from your word processor will suffice; note that a typed single sheet double spaced contains about 325 words.)



What special features are included:



Approximate number of line illustrations:


Number of black/white photographs:


Number of colour illustrations:


Number of tables and other non-textual material:


Number of appendices:


Please list any other features that may require special treatment:



Are you able to submit the text in machine-readable form? Yes / No

If yes please give details about the software package you use, the form of any mathematics output (e.g. coded characters, graphics), and your ability to supply the text as TeX source code.



What time do you require from signature of a contract to delivery of a final manuscript? 

( 6 months 
( 12 months  
( 18 months 
( 24 months

Please add any further information you think might be helpful to us in assessing the proposal.



Many thanks for taking the time and effort to complete this form. Please return it with a detailed synopsis and contents of your book and any sample or other material available that you think would help us assess your proposal.

Signed ……………………………….
Date………………….

